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ABSTRACT 

The Green Mountain Institute for Environmental Democracy and its partners, the Gund Institute 
for Ecological Economics and the Rocky Mountain Institute, have developed a number of 
products that small communities can use to improve participation in wastewater decision 
making. The products are compiled in a document titled: A Starter’s Guide for  
Community-Based Wastewater Solutions. This guide is the result of applying some of the tools in 
four sample communities and a two-day discussion with representatives from national 
organizations that assist communities in wastewater system development. 

There are two levels of support represented by the Starter’s Guide. For communities just starting 
down the path of developing a solution to wastewater needs, it is important to build an awareness 
and interest in wastewater issues. In order to accomplish the early level of participation, 
communities can sponsor and participate in a number of activities that have a limited degree of 
content about wastewater technologies. After a nucleus of individuals in a community are 
interested in pursuing a solution, it is then useful to develop a project structure that includes a list 
of tasks that will ensure the successful design and implementation of a cost-effective solution. 
The Starter’s Guide includes some exercises and examples to help community members 
complete a comprehensive wastewater project. 

A group of community assistance providers gave their general support to the efforts outlined in 
the Starter’s Guide during the two-day discussion. In addition, they identified some 
modifications that strengthen the Starter’s Guide and its delivery. In the final phase of this 
project, three of the community assistance providers used parts of the Starter’s Guide in 
developing community projects to address wastewater needs. 
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